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The Challenge 

Lack of Nationalized and Prioritized SDGs: Although Serbia has 

committed to engage in the 2030 Agenda implementation and 

has submitted one Voluntary National Report, a long-term de-

velopment plan and an accompanying investment plan are 

missing. There are no specific social, economic or environmen-

tal targets that are mainstreamed throughout key strategic doc-

uments.  

  

Policy Implementation Advancing Green Transition of the Pri-

vate Sector (and SMEs in Particular) and Knowledge about 

Threats and Opportunitis Green Transition Poses to Both are 

Almost Completely Absent: While the “Leave no one behind” 

principle is dependent on the local businesses with employ-

ment prospects, driving the innovation and knowledge base in 

the distant and dislocated provinces, there are two particular 

and large constituencies principally affected by COVID-19 pan-

demic and generally neglected in the country’s policymaking to 

date: SMEs and local communities as economic entities.  

 

 

 

The Objective 

The overall objective is to contribute to the increased promotion 

and acceleration of Serbia’s sustainable development. The em-

phasis is on the green transformation of Serbia’s SME sector, by 

strengthening stakeholders’ understanding, motivation and ca-

pacity to proactively engage and support the necessary transfor-

mation. This engagement should be direct, by adapting how the 

stakeholders conduct their core functions (business, research, 

consumption), as well as indirect – by supporting non-govern-

mental and governmental institutions to promote the change. 

The Target Group 

SMEs and business support organizations as well as local and 

national policy-makers are the two key and large target groups. 

Other remaining important target groups are representatives of 

CSOs (local and national), the youth, members of and associa-

tions within the academic community and the Platform “SDGs 

for All” and its representatives. 

The Approach 

Expanding the Knowledge Base: The knowledge will be gen-

erated through research from the RNE experiences and other 

Global Forum members and their respective partners. To see 

which initiative and practices may be applicable to Serbia 

CEVES is in contact with the Global Forum for National SDG 

Advisory Bodies. The broader society can expand their 

knowledge through brochures sourced from the experience 

of other successful multi-stakeholder initiatives.  
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Policy Advocacy: Providing key stakeholders with skills and con-

crete methods for advocacy and public dialogue at the national 

and local level.  

Strengthening Capacities: Increasing the capacities of the key 

sustainable development stakeholders through gaining 

knowledge about best practices in multi-stakeholder initiatives 

and understanding the success factors behind their successful 

stories. 

Participatory Approach: The dialogue includes a broad specter 

of actors. The participatory approach will not only rely on com-

munication and dissemination of project findings, but more im-

portantly on joint participation of the target groups in all of the 

outputs. 

Local Ownership: Local stakeholders need to engage in a dia-

logue and include a broad specter of actors to develop strong, 

resilient and cooperative local communities.  

Achieved Results 

 

8 partnerships with other organizations, includ-

ing government, civil society, academia, and 

the private sector, were established to 

strengthen their institutional capacity 

 

4 capacity building programs were organized 

to strengthen understanding, motivation and 

capacity for proactive engagement of the key 

local stakeholders 

 

150,000 people were reached by the aware-

ness-raising campaign on the Green Agenda 

 

 

25 young researchers were trained in a sum-

mer school on key topics of sustainable devel-

opment 

 

 

 

 

 

About CEVES 

CEVES is an independent think-and-do-tank with a vision of 

achieving an economic development based on the principles of 

sustainability, enterperneurship and empowered citizens and 

institutions. 

Regarding a sustainable socio-economic development, CEVES 

concentrates on responsible, innovative and evidence-based 

policy and solutions for the government and the whole society.  

 

The Recover Better Support Fund supports efforts designed and implemented in partner countries to recover from the impacts of the COVID-

19 pandemic with the goal of building more resilient, inclusive, and sustainable societies while advancing the 2030 Agenda. For that purpose, it 

deploys two funding lines: (1) Sustainable development advisory bodies and (2) leaving no one behind and strengthening socio-economic resili-

ence. Commissioned by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), it supports 23 projects in 16 coun-

tries worldwide with up to 180.000 EUR. 

GIZ implements the Recover Better Support Fund. For further information, please visit www.recoverbettersupportfund.com or contact the 

funds team at recoverbetterfund@giz.de  
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