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The Challenge 

Lack of Quality Education for Children with Disabilities: The 

Kenyan legislative guarantees quality education for children 

with disabilities. Nevertheless, inadequate funding, limited so-

cial support structures, and shortage of teachers with skills to 

teach children with disabilities, are hampering access to inclu-

sive education. Especially in low-income urban areas the provi-

sion of early child development programmes for children with 

disabilities remains challenging and calls for governmental initi-

atives.  

Community-based Educational Services: Low-cost Early Educa-

tion Development (ECD) centres have been set up by several in-

dividuals, religious and community-based organizations in infor-

mal settlements. Children with disabilities rely on these as well 

as on home-based programmes managed by CBOs, private indi-

viduals and community schools in order to receive education 

and services. The COVID-19 pandemic forced many of the cen-

tres and schools to close, cutting off access to various services 

needed by children with disabilities. As a result, many families 

with children with a disabilitiy living in informal settlements are 

not able to access education and support services. 

The Objective 

The project’s objective is to provide learning opportunities for 

children living with a disability through the implementation of 

specific targeted learning materials. Therefore, the project im-

plements digital learning mechanisms that responds to the 

needs of learners with disabilities and their caregivers.  

The Target Group 

The main target group are children with physical and intellec-

tual disabilities (in and out of school) in four selected informal 

settlements in Nairobi.  

The project aims to support caregivers or parents who are re-
sponsible to foster learning and access of services to children 
with disabilities. Additionally, early child education teachers are 
targeted through specific training and adequate in-service pro-
fessional development on inclusive education.  

The Approach 

Launching an Inclusive Digital Learning Platform: In collabora-

tion with innovators, KARA launches an Inclusive Digital Learn-

ing Platform (IDLP), that provides accessible child-friendly edu-

cational materials and stories for early literacy. Via the IDLP, 

learners can access age and (dis-)ability appropriate educa-

tional content designed for all persons but explicitly to children 

living a disability. The platform can be used as a tool at schools 

and as additional learning resource to be used at home. 

Building Capacities of Teachers: The project builds capacities of 

teachers and caregivers in adopting and utilizing innovative in-

clusive early childhood education programs for children with 

disabilities. The platform helps teachers and parents to access 

resources, communicate, and to support learners with 
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disabilities in their early years as well as accessing essential ser-

vices provided by or promoted through ECD centers. The latter 

referring to primary healthcare, nutrition, responsive care, 

safety and securing (child protection) alongside opportunities 

for learning. 

Sharing Knowledge: A key component of the inclusive digital 

learning platform is a knowledge sharing and exchange func-

tion, where stakeholders can meet to share information, inno-

vation, and best practices related to inclusive education policy 

and programming and to inform knowledge gaps and policy pri-

orities.  

Raising Awareness:  KARA raises awareness about the learning 

needs of children with disabilities and available inclusive learn-

ing materials on the digital platform to help address negative 

attitudes and norms and essential service within the communi-

ties. 

The Results 

 

An Inclusive Digital Learning Platfrom is devel-

oped  

 

 

1080 teachers and caregivers are trained and sup-

ported in utilizing the child with disability friendly 

learning materials and the digital learning plat-

form 

 

 

800 Children with or without disabilities receive 
access to schools and home-based education and 
community support services 
 

 
 
8 community mobilisation and sensitisation fo-
rums on access to education and services for chil-
dren with disabilities are conducted 

 

 

About KARA 

The Kenya Alliance of Resident Associations (KARA) is an um-

brella body founded in 2000 representing the voice and proac-

tive action of Resident Associations on consumers and taxpay-

ers’ rights in Kenya. Its mission is to inculcate partnerships and 

promote good governance, transparency, accountability, and 

ethical practice in public service delivery for all society mem-

bers. 

The Recover Better Support Fund supports efforts designed and implemented in partner countries to recover from the impacts of the COVID-19 

pandemic with the goal of building more resilient, inclusive, and sustainable societies while advancing the 2030 Agenda. For that purpose, it 

deploys two funding lines: (1) Sustainable development advisory bodies and (2) leaving no one behind and strengthening socio-economic resili-

ence. Commissioned by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), it supports 23 projects in 16 countries 

worldwide with up to 180.000 EUR. 

GIZ implements the Recover Better Support Fund. For further information, please visit www.recoverbettersupportfund.com or contact the 

funds team at recoverbetterfund@giz.de  
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