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The Challenge 

Challenges in Sustainable Development: South Africa has been 

facing development challenges long before COVID-19. Given 

that the country is offtrack in implementing the SDGs, a shift 

towards a broader understanding of sustainable development 

is needed.  

The Pandemic as an Opportunity for Structural Reforms: 

Through the 2019 Voluntary National Review (VNR), South Af-

rica identified critical areas of intervention and introduced a 

new institutional architecture. The pandemic offered opportu-

nities to accelerate action and tackle long-overdue structural 

reforms. The post-Covid reconstruction and recovery plan is 

committed to social compacting and multi-stakeholder ap-

proaches. 

Multi-stakeholder Dialogue to Coordinate the SDGs: South Af-

rica is in the process of establishing a National Development 

Stakeholders Forum (NDSF) bringing together civil society, la-

bour movement, the private sector, academia and Chapter 9 in-

stitutions. The NDSF is to be a part of the national SDG coordi-

nation architecture.  

 

 

 

The Objective 

The objective of this project is to catalyse an inclusive and 

transformative recovery and implementation of the SDGs by 

promoting multi-stakeholder approaches.  

The Target Group 

The project is implemented at national and sub-national levels. 

Target groups are South African civil society, national and local 

government departments, the labour movement, Chapter 9 in-

stitutions, and the private sector.  

The Approach 

The project is implemented using a policy and public advocacy 

approach contributing to national policies, recovery plans and 

structures for sustainable development.  

 

Establishing the National Development Stakeholder Forum 

(NSDF): The project aims to establish the NSDF as a national ad-

visory body on the SDGs. The project develops a roadmap for 

the formulation of policies that will facilitate its institutionaliza-

tion.  

 

Elaborating a New Social Compact: The project is also leading 

the social deliberation on a new social compact for the post-

covid recovery. Therefore, the project facilitates dialogue be-

tween the community, state including local government and 

non-state actors (trade union organizations, the private sector, 

academia and traditional leadership) on community priorities 

and aims to unite efforts towards an inclusive, resilient and 
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peaceful society and better recovery by active citizen engage-

ments.  

 

Strengthening the Open SDG Club: The Open SDG Club serves 

as a national multi-stakeholder platform (MSP) for the SDGs. It 

provides an innovative dialogue mechanism to build shared un-

derstanding and consensus on critical areas identified by both 

the MSP working group and the High-Level working group on 

the new social compacts. Strengthening the Open SDG Club 

South Africa therefore enhances advancement of the SDGs in 

the country.  

 

 

The Results 

 

The National Development Stakeholder Forum 
is officially mandated within the SDG coordina-
tion mechanism 
 

 
A framework for a new social compact for a 
peaceful, inclusive and resilient society is for-
mulated including business, the labour move-
ment and civil society 

 

 

8 multi-stakeholder dialogues to develop a 
shared understanding to accelerate the imple-
mentation of the SDGs were held through the 
Open SDG Club 

 

 

A review report on the Voluntary National Re-

view (VNR) 2019 and a roadmap focusing on the 

content and process of the SDGs Country report 

and the VNR 2023/24 are developed in a partici- 

          patory way 

 

About African Monitor Trust  

African Monitor Trust (AMT) was established in 2006 as an 

independent Pan African continental body to monitor devel-

opment commitments, delivery as well as the impact on 

grassroots communities.  

The organisation works towards bringing strong additional 

African voices to the development agenda by making sure 

that citizens have the capacity, platforms and opportunities 

to participate in decision making processes. 

The Recover Better Support Fund supports efforts designed and implemented in partner countries to recover from the impacts of the COVID-19 

pandemic with the goal of building more resilient, inclusive, and sustainable societies while advancing the 2030 Agenda. For that purpose, it 

deploys two funding lines: (1) Sustainable development advisory bodies and (2) leaving no one behind and strengthening socio-economic resili-

ence. Commissioned by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), it supports 23 projects in 16 coun-

tries worldwide with up to 180.000 EUR. 

GIZ implements the Recover Better Support Fund. For further information, please visit www.recoverbettersupportfund.com or contact the 

funds team at recoverbetterfund@giz.de  
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